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1 Introduction

A bore or hydraulic jump is a discontinuity like interfaces which occur between thin, fast
moving layers of fluid and thicker, slower moving layers. Bores are commonly observed in
everyday life; for example, when a stream of water from a tap strikes a horizontal surface
and spreads radially it can be observed to spread at first in a thin layer until some radius
at which the thickness of the fluid layer rapidly increases. Such “free-surface” bores also
occur in some rivers due to the rising tide, in which case the bore propagates upstream.
Two-layer bores are also possible in which a layer of heavy fluid flowing beneath a layer of
lighter fluid forms a hydraulic jump; one example of such a bore can be observed over the
Cape York peninsula in northern Queensland, Australia, where sea breezes generated off
of the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of Carpinteria collide, giving rise to a bore with a front
which, given the correct atmospheric conditions, can form an impressive cylindrical cloud
thousands of kilometers long.

Non-Boussinesq gravity currents are common and important: consider a mixture of air
and water, whose densities differ by three orders of magnitude. Non-Boussinesq gravity
currents exhibit significantly richer phenomena than Boussinesq gravity currents and are
not completely understood. In particular, due to the high levels of turbulence associated
with the few known experiments, it is unclear whether the current of heavier fluid develops
a bore, causing a discontinuous decrease in the height of the layer, or whether the height of
the fluid layer increases steadily upstream from the nose of the current.

2 Free-surface bores

A free-surface bore occurs in a layer of fluid flowing over a surface and through some
infinite medium which by some mechanism downstream is required to decrease in speed. If
the initial velocity of the flow is great enough, a bore will develop involving a sharp increase
in the height of the layer and a rapid decrease in its velocity. Figures 1, 2 and 3 show a few
examples of bores encountered in rivers, the atmosphere, experiments, and everyday life.
In these notes we analyze the two-dimensional case sketched in Figure 4.
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(a) (b)

Figure 1. Circular hydraulic jumps arising from the impact of a vertical fluid jet on
a horizontal boundary. (a) Nozzle radius 0.5 cm. (b) Nozzle radius 0.2 cm.

Figure 2. A schematic illustration of the two principal types of steady laminar hydraulic
jumps. The progression from Type I to II arises as the outer layer depth is increased.

limit of relatively weak jumps, specifically when the ratio of the layer depths after
and before the jump is small. The general consensus is thus that Watson’s (1964)
theoretical predictions are least satisfactory for jumps of small radius and height.
Craik et al. (1981) focused on this small jump regime; their data for the jump radius
thus underscored the shortcomings of Watson’s theory.

In his theoretical developments, Watson (1964) neglected the influence of surface
tension, and assumed that the flow beyond the jump was unidirectional. Subsequent
theoretical studies have focused on the shortcomings of the latter assumption. The
separation of the flow and the associated recirculation eddy beyond the jump was
identified by Tani (1949), and has subsequently been highlighted in the experimental
studies of Ishigai et al. (1977), Nakoryakov, Pokusaev & Troyan (1978), Craik et al.
(1981), Liu & Lienhard (1993) and Ellegaard et al. (1996). Figure 2 is a schematic
illustration of the two distinct types of laminar circular jumps that arise in water:
Type I, marked by unidirectional surface flow, but boundary layer separation beyond
the jump; Type II, marked by reversed surface flow adjoining the jump. The transition
from Type I to II arises as the outer depth is increased. As a result of the pronounced
boundary layer separation prevalent in the Type II jumps, the flow need not decelerate
significantly as it passes through the jump: the discontinuity in radial speed assumed
in the theoretical developments of Watson (1964) need not arise. Nevertheless, the
numerous experimental investigations have considered Type I, II, and unsteady jumps,
and generally indicate that Watson’s (1964) prediction for the jump radius provides an
adequate leading-order description. Craik et al. (1981) point out that in Type I jumps,
Watson’s assumption is expected to be adequate. In order to highlight the dynamic
influence of the previously neglected curvature force, we focus our experimental
investigation on the steady Type I jumps.

The modelling of the boundary layer separation beyond the jump has been the
subject of a number of theoretical and numerical investigations (Bohr, Dimon &

density and temperature are high enough. The experiment
size was chosen large enough in order to minimize the
effects of viscosity: the viscous drag is negligible except in
the thin layer ahead of the jump. The injection radius is
32 cm, and the radius of the inner cylinder is r! ¼ 4 cm.
The shape of the gravitational potential is described by
dHgrav=dr ¼ ð5:6 cm=rÞ2. Accreted water is pumped back
into the annular reservoir through 16 pipes. A layer of sand
dampens any inhomogeneity before injection.

Despite its simple set up, this experiment is expected to
capture some hydrodynamical properties of the accreting
gas in the equatorial plane of the stellar core [14,19],
particularly those observed in the adiabatic approximation
[13]. The shallow water model can be scaled using the

jump radius rjp as distance unit, the free fall velocity vff %
ð2gHjp

gravÞ1=2 as velocity unit, and the free fall time scale

tjpff % rjp=vff as time unit. The dimensionless solution de-
pends on three parameters only [17]: the relative size of the
inner boundary r!=rjp, the preshock velocity v1=vff , and
the Froude number Fr1 ahead of the shock. The experi-
mental results can be scaled to astrophysical proportions
by using the ratio rsh=rjp & 106 for distances, and the ratio
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whereMNS & 1:2Msol is the mass of the proto-neutron star
and G is the gravitational constant.
Surface gravity waves and advected vorticity perturba-

tions present in shallow water are directly comparable to
acoustic and vorticity waves in a compressible gas. These
are a possible source of an unstable cycle similar to the
advective-acoustic cycle in SASI [2–7] and also compa-
rable to the vortical-acoustic cycle seen in a shocked
isothermal gas [20].
Symmetry breaking.—Indeed, as the water flux is in-

creased, a large scale instability sets in through growing
oscillations of the hydraulic jump (Fig. 2, left). This in-
stability is also observed in numerical simulations [21] of
the experimental setup in the 2D shallow water approxi-
mation (Fig. 2, right). The visual resemblance with astro-
physical simulations is supported theoretically by the
formal similarity between the set of shallow water equa-
tions and the set of adiabatic gas equations used in [13]. A
perturbative analysis of the shallow water equations [17]
reveals a SASI-like instability dominated by the global
mode m ¼ 1 in most of the parameter space (Fig. 4). The
oscillation period measured in the experiment is in excel-
lent agreement with both the perturbative analysis and the
numerical simulations (Fig. 3). Using the scaling factor in
Eq. (3), an oscillation frequency of 3 s and a growth rate of
0:2 s(1 in the experiment for v1=vff & 1, rjp=r! ¼ 5 and

FIG. 2 (color). The hydraulic jump governed by a spiral mode
displays a rotating triple point both in the experiment (left) and in
the numerical simulation of 2D shallow water equations (right).
The altitude of the free surface (upper right) and the vorticity
(lower right) are shown. The same shape and dynamics are
observed in astrophysical simulations [13]. The angular momen-
tum in the accreted flow is visualized by a horizontal bar in the
experiment (lower left). It spins in the direction opposite to the
hydraulic jump (movie M4 [21]). The vorticity trails shown in
the numerical simulation (lower right) of the experiment illus-
trate these counterrotating motions (movie M6 [21]).

FIG. 1 (color online). Like the classical hydraulic jump in a
kitchen sink (upper left), the SWASI experiment (upper right and
bottom) involves a hydraulic jump associated to the deceleration
of a radial flow of water. Water is injected inward from an
annular injection reservoir (R) along a hyperbolic potential
well, and evacuated through a vertical cylinder (C), whose
walls mimic the surface of the neutron star. A pump (P) distrib-
utes collected water. The lower picture illustrates the stationary
and axisymmetric character of water injection in a stable
configuration.
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Figure 1: Examples of bores. (A) is a photograph of a tidal bore on Qiantong River in China.
The front of the bore is turbulent but it also exhibits waves which can be seen downstream of
the front. From www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2011/10/21st-century-china/100174

(B) is a photograph taken of “Morning Glory” clouds which develop on the crests of an
undular bore wave formed by the collision of sea breezes arising on either side of Cape York
in northern Queensland. From www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morning Glory cloud (C) is an
image taken from [3] of a hydraulic jump of the kind observed in everyday life when water
falling from a tap strikes a horizontal surface. (D) is an image of an experiment [5] where a
hydraulic jump forms due to the radial inflow of water; the experiment is meant to serve as
an analog for shocks which form in accretion disks during the formation of a neutron star.
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Figure 2: A bore observed in the atmosphere [12]
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Finite lock effects

Shadowgraphs of a full–depth lock release. The location of the lock gate is
shown by the vertical dotted line. In (a) a light surface current is propagating
back into the lock. This reflects from the back wall of the lock and forms a

bore, seen as the abrupt change in depth at the rear of the current in (b) and
(c). While the bore is behind the front, the front travels at a constant speed,
as indicated by its positions in (b) and (c), as the two images are taken at

equal time intervals. Taken from [7].

Paul Linden P.F.Linden@damtp.cam.ac.uk Gravity currents

Figure 3: Shadowgraphs of a full-depth lock release. The location of the lock gate is shown
by the vertical dotted line. In the top image a light surface current is propagating back into
the lock. This reflects from the back wall of the lock and forms a bore, seen as the abrupt
change in depth at the rear of the current in the second and third images. While the bore
is behind the front, the front travels at a constant speed, as indicated by its position in the
second and third images which are taken at equal time intervals. From [10].
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Schematic free surface bore

C

u1h1

D u2 h2

BA
A hydraulic jump. The control volume is the region ABCD including the free surface from C to D.
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Figure 4: Schematic of a free-surface bore. The control volume affording easy analysis is
the rectangle ABCD (where D is properly taken to be at the same height as C). Applying
conservation of mass to an accounting of energy flux shows that energy is dissipated only
if h2 > h1. The nature of the front cannot be deduced from this simple analysis; but
observations indicate a wave-like front is observed (an “undular bore”) while for larger
differences the front may become turbulent.
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2.1 Analysis

Our approach is to use the same control volume analysis used extensively in the previous
four lectures. To the boundaries of this control volume we apply the usual conservation
principles for mass and momentum, which are simplified due to the assumption that the
flow at each boundary is unidirectional and that pressure is hydrostatic. Conservation of
mass implies

u1h1 = u2h2. (1)

Conservation of momentum requires that the momentum flux, given in this case by∫
p+ ρu2 dz, (2)

is equal for the inflow and outflow. If pressure is hydrostatic and given by pi = patm +
gρ(hi − z), where i = 1, 2. Conservation of momentum then implies

1

2
gh1 + u21h1 =

1

2
gh22 + u22h2. (3)

We may confirm the implication of the schematic that h2 > h1 by calculating the flux of
energy through the control volume. The flux of energy through either AB or CD is given
by ∫

up+
1

2
ρu3 + ρguz dz, (4)

and therefore the flux of energy out of the control volume is

∆Ė = ρu1h1(h1 − h2)
[
g +

1

2
u21

(
h21 + h1h2 + h22

h32

)]
. (5)

Therefore we see that because energy can only be removed from the control volume by
viscous dissipation or the creation of surface gravity waves, we must have that h2 > h1. If
we insert mass conservation into Equation 3 and solve for u1 and u2 we find

u21
gh1

=
h2(h2 + h1)

2h21
> 1,

u22
gh2

=
h1(h2 + h1)

2h22
< 1,

(6)

where the inequalities follow from the fact that h2 > h1. Taken together these inequalities
imply that surface waves generated either in the fluid layer upstream or downstream of the
front cannot propagate towards the front, which implies that in the constructed scenario, a
sharp continuity or hydraulic jump must exist at the interface between regions 1 and 2.

3 The two layer bore

A two-layer bore occurs when the fluid layer containing the hydraulic jump is overlain by a
fluid of different density rather than simply a free surface. The free surface bore is actually a
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Schematic of two-layer bore
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A schematic diagram of a two-layer internal bore moving into a fluid at rest.
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Figure 5: Schematic of a two-layer bore.

subset of this case, corresponding to the limit of vanishing upper layer density. A schematic
of the two-dimensional problem is shown in Figure 5.

For the scenario we have two important limits in which we can test our results: the free-
surface limit where ρU/ρL → 0, and the gravity current limit where h/H → 0. In this theory
we assume that the flow is uniform, the pressure far from the bore is hydrostatic, and that
the two fluids are similar in density such that they satisfy the Boussinesq approximation.
The conservation of mass applied to each layer yields two equations,

uU (H − d) = U(H − h),

uLd = Uh,
(7)

and the conservation of momentum along with the assumption that pressure along AB and
CD is hydrostatic, yields

(pD − pC)H +
1

2
g (ρL − ρU )

(
d2 − h2

)
= U2 (d− h)

(
ρL
h

d
− ρU

H − h
H − d

)
. (8)

In this case however we do not have a relation between pD and pC as we did in the free
surface case when pD = pC . Because of this we need an additional condition to close the
problem. Here we outline three approaches; two which invoke energy conservation in either
the upper or lower layer, and a third approach proposed only recently in 2013 which uses a
vortex sheet model to estimate vorticity flux of out the domain and thereby form a relation
between the difference in velocities and the height of the layers.

3.1 Energy conservation in the upper layer

This approach was considered by Chu and Baddour in 1977 [4] and Wood and Simpson in
1984 [13]. If we presume that energy is conserved in the lighter upper fluid layer, we can
alternatively conserve energy flux or apply Bernoulli’s theorem between points C and D
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(which is less algebraically intensive). Either of these give a relation between pC and pD,
yielding

U2

g′H
=

d(d+ h)(H − d)2

H2(2Hh+ d2 − 3dh)
. (9)

Since energy is assumed to be conserved in the upper layer, this solution matches the free-
surface solution in the limit ρU → 0. However in the gravity current limit when h/H → 0
we find that U2/g′H = (H − d)2/H2, which does not match the gravity current solution
except in the energy conserving case when d/H = 1/2 and U2/g′H = 1/4.

3.2 Energy conservation in the lower layer

Klemp, Rottuno, and Skaworok in 1997 [8] observed that they obtained a closer match to
experimental results by conserving energy in the heavier lower layer. Similar to the previous
scenario we may either conserve energy flux in the layer or apply Bernouilli along the lower
boundary between A and B, yielding

U2

g′H
=

2d2(H − d)2

H2 (2H(d+ h)− 2dh)
. (10)

This solution fails in the free surface limit but produces a better match to experimental
results overall.

3.3 Model for vorticity created in mixing layer

A third approach taken by Borden and Meiburg in 2013 [2] is to use the vorticity equation,
which eliminates pressure and therefore requires only a model for the vorticity flux in the
control volume to form a relationship between the velocities of each layer and their height.
The steady, inviscid, 2D vorticity equation can be written

u · ∇ω = −g′∂ρ
∗

∂x
, (11)

where g′ = g(ρU − ρL)/ρL is the reduced gravity and ρ∗ = (ρ− ρL)/(ρU − ρL) is a relative
non-dimensional density. Integrating over the control volume and applying the divergence
theorem yields ∮

ω (u · n) d` = −
∫
g′
∂ρ∗

∂x
dA. (12)

If we presume that the density in the control volume is everywhere constant except for a
very small region surrounding the front itself, the baroclinic term becomes

−
∫
g′
∂ρ∗

∂x
dA = −g′(d− h). (13)

For the integral of vorticity flux over the boundary, we assume that vorticity is zero along
the boundary except at the interface between the two fluids downstream of the front. Here
we estimate the vorticity with a vortex sheet model such that vorticity is concentrated in a
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Gravity current limit
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line and [2] – solid red line.
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Figure 6: Gravity current speed derived from the limit h/H → 0 for the theories of WS
(dashed blue line) [13], KRS (dashed green line) [8] and Borden and Meiburg (solid red
line) [2].

thin region on the interface between the two fluids where ω = uU−uL and u = (uU +uL)/2.
These assumptions yield an relation between the velocities of the layers and their heights,

1

2

(
u2U − u2L

)
= g′ (d− h) , (14)

which implies
U2

g′H
=

2d2 (H − d)2

hH (H (d+ h)− 2dh)
. (15)

It is interesting to note that this solution differs from the solution assuming conservation
of energy in the lower, heavier layer only by a factor H/h. The solutions given by the three
approaches are compared for the gravity current limit when h/H → 0 in Figure 6, for the
speed of the bore as a function of downstream depth d/H in Figure 7, and for the emerged
dissipated across the bore in Figure 8.

Additional comparison can be made with two-dimensional numerical simulations carried
about by [2]. These results are shown in Figure 9 where the vorticity predicted by a vortex
sheet model Ω∗ = (uU−uL)2/2g′h for each method is compared with the vorticity calculated
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Bore speed
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Figure 7: Bore speed as a function of downstream depth d/H for various h/H (erroneously
denoted as d/H in center of the figure) for the theories of WS (dashed blue line) [13], KRS
(dashed green line) [8] and Borden and Meiburg (solid red line) [2]
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Bore speed and dissipation rate
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A plot of the speed and dissipation rate for two-layer bores as a function of the bore strength d/H for h/H = 0.1 and 0.2: blue dashed
curve [11], dashed green curve [5] solid red curve [2].
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A! B!

Figure 8: Dissipation across the bore as a function of (A) downstream height d/H and (B)
upstream height h/H for the theories of WS (dashed blue line) [13], KRS (dashed green
line) [8] and Borden and Meiburg (solid red line) [2].
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Figure 2. (a) Density field of a DNS simulated bore at time t = 32 with R = 2.22, r = 0.1,
Re = 3500, and Sc = 1. (b) Measured and predicted vorticity flux as functions of streamwise
position. The solid line corresponds to the measured vorticity flux from a DNS with R = 1.87,
r = 0.1, Re = 3500, and Sc = 1. The dashed lines represent the vorticity flux predicted by the
different analytical models. Here, x = 0 corresponds to the front of the bore.

Numerical simulations. From [2].
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Figure 9: (a) Density field of a DNS simulated bore. (b) A comparison of measured and
predicted vorticity from DNS simulations and theories. VS denotes the vortex sheet model
proposed by Borden and Meiburg [2]. From [2].

in the simulations. In Figure 10 images taken from a lock exchange experiment are shown;
the data from this experiment is shown in Figure 11.

4 Non-Boussinesq Gravity Currents

4.1 Non-Boussinesq Lock Exchange

As we have concluded from Benjamin’s theory in Lecture 3, the Froude numbers for heavy
and light currents in non-Boussinesq lock exchange are, respectively:

FH =
1

γ
f

(
h

H

)
, (16)

and

FH = f

(
h

H

)
, (17)
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Lock exchange bore

(a)

 

(b)

 

(c)

 

Lock exchange internal bore. (a) initial configuration t∗ = 4.6, (b) t∗ = 4.7 and (c) t∗ = 9.3, where the dimensionless time

t∗ = t
√

H/g′ . In initial fractional depths are D/H = 0.69, L/H = 0.10. From [8].
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Figure 10: Lock exchange internal bore. (a) initial configuration t∗ = 0, (b) t∗ = 4.6, and
(c) t∗ = 9.5, where the dimensionless time is t∗ = t

√
H/g′. In the initial configuration

fractional depths are D/H = 0.79 and L/H = 0.25. From [11].

where h is the depth of the current, H is the depth of the channel, γ = ρU/ρL is the ratio
of densities between the two fluids, and f(h/H) is an unknown function. Since for the
non-Boussinesq flows γ < 1, the heavier fluid travels faster than the lighter fluid. This
phenomenon has also been observed in experiments; Figure 12(a) shows the movement of
the heavy and light fronts over time after the lock has been removed for an experiment
with γ = 0.681. As time progresses, the heavy front travels further than the lighter front,
disturbing the symmetry about the lock observed in Boussinesq lock exchange experiments.
This asymmetry becomes even more pronounced as the density difference between the two
fluids increases, i.e. γ decreases. The difference in the position of each front relative to
the lock is shown in Figure 12(b), with open circles for light front and filled circles for the
heavy front. The plots are linear for both heavy and light front, as both are travelling at
constant speed (constant velocity phase, see Lecture 2), but the heavier front travels at a
greater velocity.

In addition to difference in flow velocities, the light fluid looks more like a Boussinesq
flow in an energy conserving case (see Lecture 3): it is more stable and occupies about half
of the total channel depth H, while the heavy fluid flow is more unstable and its depth is
less uniform, not consistently occupying half of the total channel depth H. This difference
is explained through flux imbalance in the schematic in Figure 13. Initially both currents
occupy half of the channel depth, and since the heavier fluid is travelling at a greater velocity
than the lighter fluid, Q1 < Q2. In the upper fluid layer, there is a greater supply of the
light fluid coming in from the right of the lock than the amount of lighter fluid carried
by the light front, creating enough pressure to sustain the upper fluid at half the channel
depth. However, for the heavier fluid layer on the bottom, there is an insufficient supply of
heavy fluid coming in from the left of the lock compared with the amount carried by the
heavy front, so the heavy current eventually cannot be sustained at half the channel depth.
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Comparison of experiment and theory
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The speed of lock exchange internal bores expressed as Froude numbers. The data are coded according to the depth ahead of the current:
squares are for L/H = 0.1 and squares for L/H = 0.25, and the diamond for L/H = 0.40. Data from [8].
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Figure 11: The speed of lock exchange internal bores expressed as Froude numbers. The
data are coded according to the depth ahead of the current: squares are for L/H = 0.1;
circles for L/H = 0.25 and diamonds for L/H = 0.4. Data from [11].
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Figure 12: Non-Boussinesq lock exchange with γ = 0.681. (a) Sequence of shadowgraph
images, (b) plot of horizontal position from the lock gate as a function of time; heavy front
- filled circles, light front - open circles [9].
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Figure 13: Schematic showing the flux imbalance in a non-Boussinesq lock exchange. Q1 <
Q2 because the heavy current travels faster than the light current, and both currents occupy
half the channel depth. As a result, there is enough pressure from the right to sustain the
light current at half the channel depth, but not enough pressure to sustain the heavy current
at half the channel depth.

4.2 Non-Boussinesq bores and expansion waves

Two possible schematics for non-Boussinesq flows are shown below in Figure (14). In the
first scenario (Figure 14(a)), there are two energy-conserving currents that occupy half of
channel depth each: left-propagating light current and right-propagating heavy current,
which are connected by a long expansion wave and a bore. In the second scenario (Fig-
ure 14(b)), the energy-conserving light current, which propagates to the left, is connected
by an expansion wave to a shallow dissipative heavy current, which propagates to the right.
In Lecture 2, we have seen that a bore can travel faster than the heavy front, so once the
bore catches up with the front, the flow schematic results in the second scenario.

The flow depth and the speed of the expansion wave can be obtained using shallow
water theory for a 2-layer system by solving the following system of PDEs by the method
of characteristics:

∂hL
∂t

+
∂

∂x
(hLuL) = 0,

∂uL
∂t

+ a
∂uL
∂x

+ b
∂hL
∂x

= 0,

(18)

where hL(x, t) is the current depth, uL(x, t) is the current speed, and a is defined

a =
uL(hU − γhL) + 2γuUhL

γhL + hU
. (19)

Figure 15 shows the speed uL of the expansion wave in the lower fluid layer as a function
of h/H for different γ values. As the lower fluid layer occupies closer to half of the channel
depth, the velocities of the expansion waves roughly converge. However, as the flow becomes
shallower (h/H decreases), the expansion wave travels faster for larger γ values.

14



Figure 14: Diagram of two types of lock exchange flows: (a) left propagating energy-
conserving light current, and right propagating energy conserving heavy current, connected
by a long expansion wave and a bore; (b) left propagating energy-conserving light current,
and right propagating dissipative heavy current connected by an expansion wave.

Figure 15: Speed uL in the lower layer in the expansion wave as a function of lower layer
depth hL for different γ values.
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Figure 16: Bore speeds CB computed using two theories, KRS (dotted lines) [8] and WS
(dashed lines) [13] compared with UH , the energy-conserving heavy gravity current speed
(solid line) as a function of γ. The dash-dot line is the theoretical expansion wave front
speed, which is lower than the bore speed for all γ values.

Furthermore, the bores speeds can be computed using either the Klemp, Rottuno, and
Skamarock (KRS) model [8] or the Wood and Simpson (WS) model [13], both of which are
not accurate in certain limits, as discussed in the first part of this lecture. Nonetheless,
the bore speeds from these models (4 dashed lines) are compared with the flow velocity of
energy-preserving right-propagating heavy front (solid line), and expansion wave velocity
(dot-dashed line) for different γ values in Figure 16. This figure shows that for γ > 0.3, the
bore travels slower than the energy-preserving heavy front, thus maintaining the schematic
(a) in Figure 14. However, for γ values less than approximately 0.3, the bore velocity from
positive branch of the KRS model is greater than the energy-preserving heavy front velocity,
and the other bore velocities are very close to the energy-preserving heavy front velocity.
Therefore, the bore can potentially travel faster than the heavy front for sufficiently small
γ values, so that the flow schematic results in case (b) in Figure 14. Figure 16 also shows
that the expansion wave speed is lower than that of a bore and of an energy-preserving
heavy front, thus adhering to the schematics in Figure 14.

As for the velocity of the light front, both experimental and numerical results conclude
that it travels roughly at the speed of the energy-preserving front, independent of the γ
values. These results are shown in Figure 17, where the solid line is the theoretical speed
of energy-preserving front, and triangles are numerical simulation results [1], and other
markers are experimental results. These results also agree with energy-preserving scenario,
since the front height is approximately half of the channel width, as predicted from the
theoretical derivations, which is shown in Figure 18.

Unlike the light front, the velocity and the height of the heavy front cannot be predicted
by the energy-preserving theory. Figure 19 shows the numerical (triangles) [1] and experi-
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Figure 17: Light current speed: compar-
ison of theoretical front speed (solid line)
and numerical [1] and experimental mea-
surements [6, 7] of UL, as a function o
γ.

Figure 18: Light current speed: compari-
son of theoretical front height (solid line)
and numerical measurements (triangles)
of HL [1], as a function of γ.

mental (other markers) [9, 6, 7] results for the heavy front velocities for different γ values
compared with the energy-preserving front velocities (dashed line), front velocities for KRS
bore model [8] (Figure 14(a) scenario, solid line), and front velocities for dissipative gravity
current (Figure 14(b) scenario, dotted line). For γ < 0.55, the heavy front velocities are
less than the ones predicted by the energy-preserving theory; and although the other two
theories also overestimate the heavy front velocities, they produce better approximations
than the energy-preserving theory. This fact is better illustrated in Figure 20, which shows
the heavy front heights as a function of γ from the above theories and numerical and exper-
imental results. The front height approaches H/2, value predicted by the energy-preserving
theory, only when γ is very close to 1 (Boussinesq case). However, for smaller γ values
the front height can be fairly well predicted by both the KRS bore theory (solid line) and
the dissipative gravity current theory (dotted line), indicating that both configurations in
Figure 14 are possible. In reality, in the experimental and numerical work, it is difficult to
visually identify the presence of a bore. To illustrate this point, one can compare the outlines
of a theoretical shape of the flow with a bore (top) and without a bore (bottom) overlaid
on top of an outline (dotted) of the computed gravity current for γ = 0.7 in Figure 21.

4.3 Stability of non-Boussinesq gravity current

Using the linear stability theory, we can also calculate the wave number k for the interface
between the heavy and the light gravity currents by solving:

∂2φi
∂x2

+
∂2φi
∂z2

= 0, (20)

where i = 1 for the upper lighter layer and i = 2 for the lower heavier layer, and the
interface can be expressed as:

φ = φ̂(z)eik(x−ct). (21)
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Figure 19: Heavy current speed: com-
parison of theoretical front speed (solid
line) and numerical [1] and experimental
[9, 6, 7] measurements of UH , as a func-
tion o γ.Energy-conserving case is plot-
ted as a line, bore-configuration theory is
solid line [8], and dissipative gravity cur-
rent (without a bore) is a dotted line.

Figure 20: Heavy current speed: com-
parison of theoretical front height (solid
line) and numerical measurements (trian-
gles) of HH , as a function of γ. Key is the
same as in Figure 19.

Plugging Equation (21) into Equation (20), we obtain:

d2φ̂i
dz2
− k2φ̂i = 0, (22)

which solving for φi yields φ̂i = Ai cosh(kz) +Bi sinh(kz). Now assuming that the depth of
the upper layer is H1 and of the lower layer is H2 and that the interface is at z = 0, we apply
the 4 boundary conditions to solve for the 4 unknown coefficients. First, at z = H1, H2

dφ̂i
dz

= 0, (23)

such that
dφ̂1
dz

= kA1 sinh(H1k) + kB1 cosh(H1k) = 0, (24)

and
dφ̂2
dz

= kA2 sinh(−H2k) + kB2 cosh(−H2k) = 0. (25)

Next, at the interface (z = 0), it must hold that

dφ̂1
dz

=
dφ̂2
dz

, (26)

such that
kA1 sinh(0) + kB1 cosh(0) = kA2 sinh(0) + kB2 cosh(0),
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Figure 21: Theoretical interface shape (solid line) compared with computed shape (dotted
line) from simulations with the top figure using theory with a bore (energy-preserving
heavy gravity current), and the bottom figure using theory without a bore (dissipative
heavy current).

yielding
B1 = B2. (27)

Finally, the pressure at the interface also must be equal. In this case, the pressure is
expressed as pi = gρiz + ρi

∂φi
∂t , so if p1 = p2 at z = 0, then

ρ1 ˆφ1(0)(−ikc)eik(x−ct) = ρ2 ˆφ2(0)(−ikc)eik(x−ct),

=⇒ ρ1 ˆφ1(0) = ρ2 ˆφ2(0),

=⇒ ρ1
ρ2

= γ =
ˆφ1(0)

ˆφ2(0)
=
A1

A2
.

(28)

Now, forming a linear system with 4 equations and 4 unknowns (A1, B1, A2, B2), we can find
an expression such that the determinant of the coefficient matrix is equal to zero, yielding
an expression that relates the wave number k and γ,

tanh(kH1) + γ tanh(kH2) =
γ

1− γ
(U1 − U2)

2

g/k
. (29)

Figure 22 shows the regions of stability for the light and heavy gravity currents for different
γ and k values. The light gravity current has an increasingly greater stability region for
smaller γ values, even at a high wave number.
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Figure 22: Wavenumber k as a function of γ for which the gravity current interface is
neutrally stable according to linear stability theory; (a) light gravity current, (b) heavy
gravity current.
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